
A tribute to Dr John de Pont 

 

Good evening, earlier this year John de Pont announced he would be re�ring from the 
Board of HVTT formerly the Interna�onal Forum for Road Transport and Technology 
(IFRTT) and organisers of the series of HVWD and more laterly the HVTT symposia.  

John intends keeping involved with HVTT and I suspect he will con�nue offering a 
tremendous amount but given his long tenure on the Board that contribu�on needs to 
be acknowledged.  

I’m Dom Kalasih and I’ve had the pleasure of knowing John for about 30 years. I’ve 
travelled with him, roomed with him, relied on his sage and expert advice on major 
government policy development and I’ve engaged his consultancy services.  

Therefore, I feel I am well qualified and honoured to provide this tribute. 

  



• John de Pont  PhD, Engineering 

a celebration of John’s contribution to heavy 

road transport and HVTT’s best wishes he 

enjoys retirement 



First and foremost. John is a mechanical engineer having graduated from the University 
of Auckland and achieving a PhD in Engineering from Cambridge. The Department of 
Science and Industrial Research was New Zealand’s government science agency and 
the closing down of its branch of heavy transport exper�se led to John and Peter Baas 
establishing Transport Engineering Research New Zealand (or TERNZ) in the late 1990s.   

TERNZ quickly became the preeminent independent private researcher and advisor on 
heavy transport safety and engineering in New Zealand.  

Here is a small sample of work and papers John has led.  

Vehicle dynamics, pavement performance, vehicle suspension, surface transport modal 
share, even the stability effect of dead hanging pigs. I could also add New Zealand’s 
diesel weight-based road tax system, Road User Charges, and numerous other areas 
where John’s expert advice has been important for heavy road transport.  

I do not believe PBS would have advanced in New Zealand and been as successful as it 
has if it were not for John.   

His diverse range of exper�se in heavy vehicle engineering is unparalleled in New 
Zealand.              

  



A consulting engineer  

Prediction of freight growth by 2020 and rail’s 
ability to share the load (de Pont & Mackie)



John is an interna�onally respected expert.  

It’s fine being a brilliant mathema�cian and a super intelligent engineer but John is also 
an excep�onally good communicator and even more importantly, he has always been 
willing to share his knowledge, his exper�se, and his experience.  

That sharing has been at na�onal level par�cularly with the Ins�tute of Road Transport 
Engineers of New Zealand, as well as at interna�onal level with all the HVTT symposia.  

John has also played a lead role in the OECD’s interna�onal infrastructure research 
projects, par�cularly the DIVINE project (or the Dynamic Interac�on of Vehicle and 
Infrastructure Experiment).  

That research ul�mately aims to strike an appropriate balance between vehicle weight 
limits, vehicle performance and road wear and it has been important research to 
benefit the economies and transport in mul�ple interna�onal jurisdic�ons.    

  

  



A respected 

expert   



John is passionate about his work and he is an engaged par�cipant. 

John doesn’t simply atend conferences, he is a major contributor having writen and 
presented papers at all  HVTT sympoisia . 

John  has been extremely generous volunteering his �me and exper�se. He has also 
played a key role in organising transport engineering conferences in New Zealand.  

John’ has been a member and leader of the Scien�fic Commitee, and he has also been 
a key member on many of the HVTT conference organsing commitees. His roles with 
HVTT have included Treasurer, Vice President Asia Pacific ansd President of IFRTT.  

Not surprisingly his long standing contribu�on to HVTT led to him being inducted onto 
the HVTT Forum Honour Roll.  

  



An engaged 

participant   



HVTT conferences not only have the benefit of great sharing and discussion on 
technical issues, they also involve travel around the globe. John hass been to 6 of the 7 
con�nents for HVTT and I don’t envisage a bid coming for a conference in Antarc�ca 
any �me soon.   

Asia has had Qingdao, China for HVTT16,  Covid constrained interna�onal delegate 
atendance but John was lucky to visit just before Covid as part of the organising team  

On the African con�nent: he atended Johannesburg, South Africa in 2004    

In Europe he’s been to: the Netherlands, the UK, to Sweden and to Paris    

In North America: John’s  atended in Canada and the US  

And in South America: he was at San Luis, Argen�na in 2014     

Closer to home Australia/Oceania have hosted in Melbourne in 2010, Rotorua New 
Zealand in 2016 and now we are here at HVTT17 in Brisbane where John finishes  

  



A traveller



John has made a great many friends through HVTT.  

There are far too many friendships to name, men�on or show.   

However, I do hope these pictures show that John‘s involvement and contribu�on has 
been much more than just going along to the formal parts of conference sessions. 

Whenever possible John has added on some tourist adventures before or a�er 
conferences and that has added considerable value to the numerous life long 
friendships he has made. 

  



A friend 

to many 



Some other trivia and facts about John 

He may be brilliant but he does have his quirks, Most people peel their fruit before 
ea�ng but John eats his Kiwi Fruit, skin and all 

I think what has made John so special and such an amazing contributor is his all round 
abili�es. He is not only a brillant mathema�cian and engineer, but he is also a good 
prac��oner,  a pragma�st, a good communicator both writen and verbal, and on top 
of that he’s just a top kiwi bloke.             

And finally, John’s  extremely modest.  You wouldn’t know it talking to him and I think 
very few people actually realise the significance of John’s role, but I can assure you he 
has made an unparalleled contribu�on to improving heavy vehicle safety and 
produc�vity in NZ and for that we should all be extremely grateful.        

  



Other things about John 

• he eats kiwifruit with skin on   

• a brilliant balance and blend of 

mathematician, engineer, practitioner 

and pragmatist 

• bescheidenheid siert De Pont,  modesty adorns De Pont, but 

unquestionably he has made a massive contribution to 

improving  heavy vehicle safety and productivity in NZ for 

which we are extremely grateful.       



And that brings me to a close,     

John de Pont,   

Thank you for your outstanding contribu�on, enjoy your re�rement.     

HVTT salutes your contribu�on to interna�onal heavy road transport. Thanks, and go 
well.    



John de Pont 

Bedankt, geniet van je 

pensioen

HVTT salutes your 

contribution to 

international heavy road  

transport  
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